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occupational specialty number which usually facilitated finding them.34 Before
the^ lamentably late establishment of a classification number for social workers,
psychiatry lost such greatly needed personnel to other types of assignment
within the Army. Finally, in October, 1943, all enlisted men with sufficient
qualifications, who could be located, were given MOS 263 and assigned to
social work. In 1944, the Women's Army Corps conducted a campaign to recruit
social workers; those who were interested but lacked training were accepted
as "psychiatric assistants."
In spite of these two actions, there were still not enough social workers. A
War Department circular issued in July, 1944, called special attention to the
great need for them.35 For the remainder of the war, they appeared on the list
of "critically needed specialists'* which was published periodically. When
finished with basic training or when declared "surplus" at a particular station,
men qualified as such specialists were to be reported for assignment rather
than given some other type of job.
Detailed plans were developed for in-service training courses in psychiatric
social work for those who, in spite of only minimal training or experience,
were pressed into service. Unfortunately, the course was not ready before the
war ended, although informal training on the job was given in some 20 hos-
pitals.
Equally critical was the inability to secure commissions for social workers;
not until months after VJ-day was an occupational number for officers assigned
to this specialty.36 In the meantime, approximately 50 graduate psychiatric
social workers were commissioned as clinical psychologists, chiefly because they
were able to meet the requirements of personality-testing experience and in this
way could obtain a commission. About 200 others received commissions in
other corps after attendance at Officer Candidate School but were not assigned
as social workers.
By August, 1945, there were 711 individuals with a military occupational
specialty designation of psychiatric social worker; there were requisitions on
hand at that time for an additional 201 persons who were not then available.37
84 The early status is well described by Malcolm J. Farrell and E. H. Ross, in "Military Psychi-
atric Social Work," Bull. Menninger Clink, 8:153-155, Sept., 1944. The nearest job classification
to social work was "sociologist." The Army apparently did not know how to use social work
except when provided by the American Red Cross. The first official recognition of this speciality
in Army directives was AG 201.6, dated 18 Oct. 1943 (C-A-EZ-MB-A, i Nov. 1943).
35 War Department Circular 295, 13 July 1944, described the importance and the method of
assignment of such personnel. This and all other plans for psychiatric social work were made in
consultation with Mrs. Elizabeth H. Ross, the official consultant from 1944 until 1946.
36 War Department Technical Manual, Officers? Classification, Commissioned and Warrant, TM
15-406, February, 1946, p. 117, in which psychiatric social work (MAC) (3605) is defined and
qualifications of the worker are described.
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